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1 INTRODUCTION
GENERAL INFORMATION SHEET

OBJECT:

WHERE ? WHO?

Escritorio (Writing desk)

WHAT IS VILLA ALTA DE SAN ILDEFONSO?

TIME:

Municiplity in Oaxaca, Mexico

About 1671

(Enciclopedia de Los Dunicipios y Delegaciones de Mexico, n.d.)

MUSEUM COLLECTION:

WHAT IS SANTIAGO DE CALIMAYA?

Museum of Fine Arts Boston
The Americas Collection

The County of Calimaya Santiago is:

CLASSIFICATION:

- By King Felipe III in favor of Francisco Altamirano and Velasco, Corregidor of Mexico, Captain
General of Guatemala and President of the Royal Court .

Case furniture and boxes
ORIGIN:

- A Spanish peerage created the 6 of December of 1616

- First headline:

Francisco de Altamirano and Ircio Velasco and Castilla

(second.wiki,2020)

Villa Alta de San Ildefonso, Oaxaca,
Mexico
WHO WAS DON FERNANDO LUIS ALTAMIRANO DE VELASCO LEGAZPI Y ALBORNO?
ORIGINAL OWNER:

Don Fernando Luis Altamirano de
Velasco Legazpi y Albornoz, third
count of Santiago de Calimaya
sketch #3
(Mechboukh, 2021)

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, n.d.)

MATERIALITY & TECHNIQUES:

Linaloe, granadillo, Spanish cedar,
with marquetry and zulaque-filled
engraving
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, n.d.)
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The third count of Santiago De Calimaya.

(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, n.d.)

2 PLACE AND TIME
Where is Oaxaca?
- Southwestern Mexico
- Became a state in 1824
- Oaxaca (city: (Oaxaca de Juárez)) is the capital of the state of Oaxaca
(Encyclopædia Britannica, n.d)

Who inhabited Oaxaca?
- More than a dozen indigenous groups inhabited the area, primarily the Zapotec and Mixtec
cultures.
- The Mixtec had conquered the entire region by about the 13th century.
- Oaxaca was under Spanish rule for 300 years since 1521, after the fall of Mexico to the conquistador Hernán Cortés.
(Encyclopædia Britannica, n.d)

THE COLONIAL PERIOD 1521-1821
- Building spanish palaces and churches.
- Destruction of the old buildings and temples belonging to the indigenous tribes.
- Reusing materials in the construction of the new colonial city.
- Mexico was a rich source of mineral wealth, especially silver.
(Embassy of Mexico in the UK, (n.d.))
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(Encyclopædia Britannica, n.d)

2 PLACE AND TIME
1516
Begining
of the reign of
CHARLES V

1556
Death of
CHARLES V

1556
Begining
of the reign of
PHILIP II

1598
Death of
PHILIP II

1598 - 1621 1621-65
1665-70
PHILIP III PHILIP IV CHARLES
II
(Encyclopædia Britannica,

1519

Italy
CASSONE
- A wedding chest

- Italianate in style

- First appeared in
the Republics of
Siena and Florence

- Coats of arms to refer to the
couple’s families
(Museo Nacional del Prado, n.d.)

- Italiatnate in style
- Renaissance motifs
(Pile & Gura, 2014)

Cassone, 1520
Spain
(Museo Nacional del Prado, n.d.)
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Cassone, 15th century
Italy
(Pile & Gura, 2014)

1570-1600

about 1540

1520
Spain
Cassone

1821

END
Independence
from Spain

Begining
Spanish conquest of the Aztec Empire

14th and 15th
century

n.d)

1521
- The New Spain
was born.
- The end of
Aztec Empire
(The new
Emperor
Cuauhtémoc
surrendered)

The Cassone evolved into
Cabinets and Writing desks
Portable desks
Functional
“Escritorio” in Spain
And Kunstschrank or collector’s cabinet of Augsburg in
Germany
(Victoria and Albert Museum,
n.d.)

The most prestigeous
pieces of storage furniture
during the 16th century.In
Germany
Regarded as highly
Diplomatic Gifts
Lack of a stand
(Victoria and Albert Museum,
n.d.)

(Embassy of
Mexico in the UK,
(n.d.))

About 1550
Spain
(Victoria and Albert
Museum, n.d.)

1570-1600
1671
Ausberg, Germany
Oaxaca, Mexico
(Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.) (Museum of Fine Arts
Boston, n.d)

1671
OAXACA
MEXICO
Escritorio
VILLA ALTA DE
SAN IL DEFONSO
(Museum of
Fine Arts Boston, n.d)

1700 - 1750
Oaxaca, Mexico
(Victoria and Albert Museum,
n.d.)

3 PEOPLE AND CULTURE
Effect of colonialism on the people and the culture :

- Missionaries were brought over from Spain to convert the indigenous populations to Roman Catholicism.
- The exploitation of the indigenous populations.
- The developement of a colonial economy in Mexico, based on the hacienda
system and export-import trade with mainland Spain.

HACIENDAS

- Very large enclosures of land, which produced a variety of crops.
- Employed many indigenous workers.
- The workers lived on the land and were dependent on the owner of the
Hacienda.
- Haciendas were often, linked to mines.
- Production from the mines was shipped back to Spain once a year.

(Embassy of Mexico in the UK, (n.d.))
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sketch #4
(Mechboukh, 2021)

4 TOOLS AND MATERIALS
MATERIALS
LINALOE WOOD
GRANADILLO WOOD
SPANISH CEDAR

TECHNIQUES
Marquetry
Zulaque-filled engraving
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, n.d.)

1 - LINALOE

4- MARQUETRY

x The Bursera aloexylon trees that are used for
the Linaloe craft are indigenous to the Mexican states of Guerrero, Puebla, Morelos and
Oaxaca,

x A technique where thin sheets of wood,
metal, or organic material are cut into intricate and detailed patterns and later affixed to
the surface of the furniture.

x Used in the 17th and 18th century carved
Mexican wood boxes.

x Popular in France, in the late 16th century.

x Linaloe wood products have a characteristic
aroma.
x Long production process

(Encyclopædia Britannica, n.d)

(Routledge, 2005)

Iron (handles and hinges)
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, n.d.)

2- GRANADILLO WOOD

5- ZULAQUE FILLED ENGRAVING

x An exotic wood

x The technique of making prints from metal
plates.

x Bright red to reddish or purplish brown

PART 1 = Portable case with drawers/
compartments
opens into a writing desk

x Created a demand for luxurious domestic
furniture

PART 2 = A sturdy base

x Distinct stripes
x Exceptionally heavy and very dense.
(weighs much more than Hard maple)
(Bell Forest Products, n.d.)
On the right
Sample of Granadillo wood

x Using a cutting tool called a “Burin” to incise
a design into a metal plate.
x Engraving originated independently in the
Rhine valley in Germany and in northern Italy
about the middle of the 15th century.

(Encyclopædia Britannica, n.d)

3- SPANISH CEDAR
x Also called: Brazilian cedar, cedro, British
Guiana cedar...
x Has many uses like high-end cabinetry and
furniture, clothing chests and paneling.
The two photos above.

Escritorio
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, n.d.)
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(Kaiser, 1997)
A Burin or Graver.
(Encyclopædia Britannica, n.d)

5 DESIGN PROCESS AND CHARACTERISTICS
1- THE STAND/ SUPPORT

2- THE CASE

- Might have been designed later (perhaps in the 19th
century)

- Rectangular shape

- Composed of three colums/ supports at each side
and A fluted central column
- Standing on a base and joined by an arcade of three
round arches
- Supports terminating in lion’s masks (Popular in early
to mid 18th century ) : emblem of strenght and courage)

sketch #1
(Mechboukh, 2021)

- The chest opens up and has a fall front on which the user can
write.
- The interior has 21 drawers/compartments of different shapes.
- The square shaped compartements resemble arched doors with
columns on each side. In the center, a figure is sitting (Probably a
religious figure).

Drawers

- Lion’s paw shaped ends of the supports
- The stand is connected with a piece of wood cut into
three arches, and the front carved in the ordinary 17th
century renaissance manner

The writing surface
HACIENDAS

(Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.)

It could be a
representation of the
land that belonged to
the
original owner of the
desk.

SIMILAR STAND
19th Century - Spain
(Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.)
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the four photos above.

Escritorio
(Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, n.d.)

6 THE USE OF THE OBJECT IN AN
INTERIOR SPACE

The purpose of the Escritorio in Locating the desk in the interior
space:
a space:
- Usually found in Cuarto Mayor or
Master bedroom.
- Repository of important deeds or
documents.
- Showcasing the wealth of the owner.

For similar desks, the stand can have
iron hooks, showing that the frame
has been hooked to a wall or possibly
to more balustrading.
(Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.)

- Displaying the social status: Usually
owned by men of affairs or men eith
a title of nobility (Example: a count).
- Portable, also called ‘a travelling
desk‘.
- The chest sits on a stand, usually
against a wall.
- The desks/cabinets were highly
fashionable in Spain were considered to be highly fashionable by the
late 16th century. Inventory references to the royal palaces in Madrid
show that they were used in many
rooms.
(Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.)
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Cassone,
Sala Bevilacqua, Fondazione Bagatti Valsecchi, Milan,
c. 1500.
(Pile & Gura, 2014)
(Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.)

7 EFFECTS OF COLONIALISM
• Illustrations and motifs influenced by the
spanish colonisations.
• Very foreign from indeginous motifs and
design.
• Illustrating the landscape and architecture
of the time in perspective drawings with a
bird’s eye.

• Renaissance ornamentation
• Little signs of moorish influence:
Geometric forms framing each side of
the chest

• Might have been gilded iron
• Plateresco (1475-1550) : small scale ornamentation.

Escritorio (writing desk),
about 1671
(Museum of Fine Arts Boston, n.d)

The colonialism turned VILLA ALTA DE SAN ILDEFONSO into one of the most known areas to
manufactor Escritorios at the time.

(Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.)
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8 ANALYSIS - REFLECTIONS AND
REALIZATIONS

1684
Barniz de Pasto lacquer on wood with silver
leaf, modern yellow metal hardware
Made in Colombia during the Spanish
Colonial period
(Hispanic Society of America, n.d.)

- The portable desks travelled
through space and adapted to
new locations.
- The Materiality, the Design and
the techniques of the Escritorios
is a big indication of the location
where it was made.

Comparison with a writing desk “ Esritorio “
made in Villa Alta De San Ildefonso, Oxaca,
Mexico 1bout 1700-1750

SIMILARITIES
- Materials
- Technique
- Shape

- The concept of the Escritorio was
relatively the same through time,
but told different stories through
its designs and ornamentation :
1) It had an administrative function.
2) It was a sign of wealth and social position (from Cassone to Escritorio)

DIFFERENCES
- Size
- More influence of Moorish design : Geometric shapes.
- Less illustartive decorations.
(all three photos)
Escritorio
1700-1750
Oaxaca, Mexico
(Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.)

Realizations as a result to the
analysis :

Portable writing desk
Barniz de Pasto technique
Colorful
Reflections :

- The lenght of the production process using Linaloe can explain why
these are believed to be custom
made for wealthy people.

The research for this project pushed me to take a different approach that what I am
used to. I opted for a comparative type of research where I had to map out similar
and slightly modified versions of Escritorios throughout history in order to understand the context of its creation.
The challenging part is that my object is very detailed. I still have unanswered questions about the detailed drawings marqued on the chest from the outside and from
the inside.
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Another question that I would like to further research is whether or not there is any
trace of indeginous population’s motifs or history in Escriotorios that were designed
and made in Mexico.
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